Overall principles of conformation should be, foremost, form to function. The pony’s ideal conformation is that that most ideally allows for athleticism in ridden sports. Beauty and refinement are important and, though secondary to correct form, and should follow from it naturally. 

Height: 11.2-15.2hh 

Colors: No discrimination based on color or coat pattern.

Conformation

Head: Heads should follow form to function; beauty, refinement, quality and personality are important but secondary to function for an animal in competitive sport. 

Preference given to smaller heads, proportionate to body size; large, kind eyes well-placed for optimum vision; large, open nostrils to facilitate air intake; teeth well-aligned to prevent dental problems; mouth and bars suited to carrying a bit; jowls large and clean to allow adequate space between for windpipe; profile to have no preference for dished or flat, while recognizing that extreme dish profiles may cause breathing problems and extreme roman profiles may cause vision problems. Ears should be of moderate size and should reflect good character (ie, ears pinned consistently indicate an animal in chronic pain or of poor temperament).

Neck and Forequarters: The poll should naturally be the highest part of the neck, and throatlatch should be clean (well-defined behind the jawbone) to facilitate proper flexion at the (**vertebra/joint). 

Neck should have sufficient length and a high degree of flexibility to allow for greater freedom of movement during athletic endeavors. Neck (poll to withers) will ideally be 1/3 of overall body length (poll to tail-head) (**find formula) and should blend smoothly into the shoulder-bed. Muscling of the neck is ideally smooth and flat. The set of the neck should be at neither high nor low extremes, but of moderate set. The bottom of the neck should tie in relatively high in the chest.

The shoulder joint is comprised of two bones, the scapula (top bone) and the humerus (lower bone). The point of the chest is the top end of the humerus, near where it joins the scapula, and the lower end of the humerus is the point called the horse’s elbow. The scapula is ideally set on at a 45º angle, with slight variations allowed for specific disciplines. (**Look at humerus length, angles).

Front legs: All considerations of the horse below elbow and stifle should keep soundness foremost in mind. 

A good width between elbows is desirable to provide room for heart and lungs. Elbows set out from the body (not pinched inwards) facilitate free movement in the shoulder and front legs.

Forearms should be proportionately long and cannon bones proportionately short, with large, flat knees. Joints and tendons should be well-defined and free from puffiness and/or swelling (fluid retention). 

From the front, forelegs should be straight, with the front planes of each bone in line (twisting over the knee or fetlock joint to be penalized more severely than a horse that toes in or out with bones in line) (**Measurement for bone?)

From the side, the forearm should be centered directly over the cannon bone; horses who are back at the knee or over at the knee to be penalized as this causes additional stress on the joints.

Angle of the front pasterns should match the angle of the shoulder (scapula), ideally again 45º. Length of pastern should be moderate; pasterns too long tend to be weak and short pasterns are less able to cope with concussion. 

Size of hoof to be moderate, proportionate to the size of the pony; shape of the front hooves should be round and hind hooves slightly oval, allowing ample room for internal structures of the foot. Angle of front hooves should match angle of pastern and shoulder. Hoof walls should be strong and dense; frog and heels to be well-shaped and not contracted. Hooves should be overall healthy and sound.

Withers should be well-formed, neither too prominent nor too flat, and of good shape and position to hold a saddle in place.

Heart-girth should be deep with well-sprung ribs. Preference to be given to ponies with well-sprung ribs that are not overly wide in proportion to their height, as many ponies tend to be. This allows smaller riders to achieve a better leg position. Ease of saddle fitting should be considered when looking at the portion of the back immediately behind the withers, as this may contribute to the pony’s future soundness.

The back (withers to point of croup) should be approximately 1/3 of the body length, and the loins (from approximately the last rib to point of croup) to should be short and broad, as this promotes strength in the weakest part of the horse’s back. Depth of body from the croup to flank should be nearly equal to depth of heartgirth.

Hindquarters: Should be muscular and level through the pelvis. Both illium (point of hip to point of buttocks) and femur (point of buttocks to stifle) should be long, providing depth in the hindquarters. The illium should be at a **specific angle, to provide a balance between a smooth stride (less angle) and powerful downward thrust (more angle). The length and angle of these two bones provides power from the hindquarters. The stifle should be low and the gaskin long and well-muscled, which allows low-set hocks and short cannon bones.

From the side, a plumb line dropped from the point of buttock should fall to the point of the hock when hind cannons are perpendicular to the ground. 

From behind, the pony should have good width between the stifles. The tibia (stifle to hock), hind cannon and pastern should point forward in the same plane, with no twisting over the joints. Hind legs may be straight (facing forward in the same plane) but angled slightly outwards (slight cow-hock) as long as movement is straight and true. However, hocks pointing inwards and toes pointing outwards with twisting over hock or pastern joints will bear less stress and are not desirable. 

The tail should be freely held and should follow in a flowing line from the horse’s back, as an extension of a relaxed and swinging topline.

