Dec 5, 2006 Online Meeting of Sport Pony Canada

Agenda

1.Call meeting to order

2.Minutes of last meeting’

3.Committee reports

4.Old business

5.New business

- the Ontario Chapter

- Sport Pony Canada Breeding and Under Saddle Classes

8:04 President Alana Longman called the meeting to order.

Minutes of the Nov. 11 online meeting were read.

Minutes of the Nov. 28 online meeting were read (very brief, only one motion). 

Deborah Dobson motioned to accept the minutes as presented. Dorothea Hill seconded. Motion carried. 

No committee reports tonight as we are waiting until after the Dec. 12 Warmblood/Sport Horse meeting.

Old Business – none to discuss.
New Business – Sport Pony Ontario Chapter and Sport Pony Canada pony classes. 

8 Ontario members gathered on Sunday, Dec. 3 in Milton, ON to discuss an Ontario Sport Pony Canada chapter. They have requested the use of the name “Sport Pony Canada - Ontario Chapter”.  

Katrina Schumacher made a motion “to extend a warm hand of welcome to the newest Chapter of Sport Pony Canada, the Ontario division.” Tim Aiton seconded. Motion carried. 

Minutes from the Ontario meeting were read. (See below for a copy of the minutes). 

It was discussed that at the AGM we are going to have to strike a Show Committee so that qualifying classes for a Sport Pony class are National instead of regional. It was also noted that we should deal with show rules/classes etc. at the AGM. 

It was discussed how to best put together a proposal to large shows for Sport Pony classes – that such a proposal would have the most strength coming from SPC as a group. 

Discussed showing of pony stallions in an open division. Agreed that the topic should be discussed at the AGM. 

Other news: In regards to the Warmblood/Sport Horse meeting, it was noted that there is an advisory committee struck that will be meeting with the Govt/APA on Dec 12. What happens at that meeting will affect our future in that the APA has promised to forward the findings to us so we can comply with the Animal Pedigree Act and officially send a proposal to become an evolving breed registry in Canada.

The next meeting will be Dec. 12, 2006 at 8:00 Sask. time. 

Dorothea Hill motioned meeting adjourned. 

There is a reminder that all members should PLEASE VOTE on the draft constitution posted on the website. Those unable to join the online meeting to vote in person can email their vote to Christina Weese, Secretary, at secretary@sportponycanada.com. We need to reach quorum on this and all members are asked to PLEASE take part!! 

Ontario Meeting – Dec. 3 

(Please note, these were preliminary talks)

Date of meeting: Sunday, December 3, 2006

Place: Milton, Ontario - Kelsey’s Family Restaurant

Time: Noon

Attendees: 

Deborah Dobson, Pat Gras, Shara Pavan, (Shara’s Sister), Diane Jackson, Mrs. Jackson, Sandra Brown, Carolyn Jonaitis (In total 8 Attended)

Agenda for initial discussion:

Ontario Representative for Sport Pony Canada - SPC has suggested that we elect someone to this position. I recommend that we come up with some sort of description of what would be expected of this position before simply assigning someone to this position, so as to ensure that whoever is chosen will understand the expectations of the rest of the group to be kept informed of what is taking place. 

Developing an Ontario Chapter of Sport Pony Canada, or 

Developing an Ontario Performance Sport Pony Association which works with Sport Pony Canada 

Proposal to Sport Pony Canada on how this could work 

Funding - let’s face it we are going to need money to run this thing. Especially if we have an Ontario Rep for SPC, we need to raise funds to get the rep out to the AGM in January. 

Setting up and developing a series of Sport Pony Classes throughout 2007 culminating in a finally of qualifiers to pick a Series grand champion. Performance Pony classes - Line Class (criteria to be decided upon) and 1 Under Saddle Class.

Setting up and developing a proposal to the host of the final show, creating a committee that is responsible for the running of the show and assigning a representative to make the proposal on behalf of the Sport Pony Canada, Ontario Chapter.

A non-related committee to work with the Royal and/or EMG to ensure a smooth process, appropriate judging and a well organized class where the participants are clear about what will be expected of them going into this class. This committee would be responsible for finding unbiased judges who are well versed in the description of what we are looking for in a Performance Sport Pony- things like non prejudicial height guidelines, types of disciplines - I personally liked having the two judges at one of the qualifying shows last year, however, that would be a lot to ask of a qualifying show, so why not set up shows where the judges are from different disciplines and the final shows to have two judges? 

Obviously we will need to decide on # of shows, how the class structure will be - we've had quite a bit of feedback on the divisions and this can be discussed and perhaps changed. Also criteria around Country of origin of entries have been brought up. 

A young breeders group, seminar's for the breeders that wish to show and want answers to their questions, (about appropriate turnout at shows etc.)

What we accomplished:

Discussed the following topics:

1. Divisions of the Sport Pony Canada Classes

Right now we have sort of decided we'd like to apply to have at least 5, if not 5 classes at the Qualifiers.

1. Weanlings

2. Yearlings

3. Two Year Olds

4. Three and over Mares and Geldings

5. Three and over Stallions

6. Under Saddle

The qualifier classes would be as follows:

1. Weanlings & Yearlings

2. Two Year Olds

3. Three and over Mares and Geldings

4. Three and over Stallions

5. Under Saddle

We discussed the number of Qualifying shows and it was decided we would have at least 5 or 6 in the Metro Toronto and surrounding city areas as well as at least one Ottawa and hopefully we could get one going to the far east of Toronto and to the Far West of Toronto as well as at least one or two in the Western Provinces, and hopefully the Eastern Provinces, if we can get a chapter going out there, we'd be really happy to include them as well as Quebec. Some people are already involved in tri Series with final awards in Ontario.

The subject of Stallions being ridden by juniors was brought up… 

Those that felt juniors should not ride, felt it could be a safety issue and that juniors were not qualified to ride Stallions and it was pointed out that there was a bit if a holdup at one of the shows and it was suggested that this was caused by a junior on a stallion. Alternatively, the subject was not finalized except that it was said that at least one of the shows would not allow it. At this point an idea has been put forward that a booklet of guidelines for the Under Saddle be put together and that each entrant into the under saddle must be responsible for signing a waver stating that they have read the guidelines and that the pony and rider will be excused if there is unruly or inappropriat behavior. The booklet could include information regarding behavior of stallion, what to do if it happens. We could also put together some seminars and if anyone wants to ride in the Under Saddle class, because there will be Stallion ponies in all of them, they must attend to find out what to do in cases where safety could be an issue. It appears that there needs to be more discussion about this as it is a very important factor of showing pony stallions in presenting them with good attitude and to have a junior that is capable and willing is very appealing to stallion owners.

$5 fee for showing which would go 100% to the prize money/ribbons for the final class.

Guaranteed prize money for the final classes, which means that fund raising and sponsors need to be found.

Different venues to approach to have the final classes at.

Writing up a description of criteria of suitability for a guideline for the judge(s) to use as a guide for the final class(s).

Ensuring good information for publicity sake is written up for the announcer and for Public Information on the classes.

Name – Sport Pony Canada – Ontario Chapter

Pony Disciplines to be welcomed to the qualifying and final classes, how to choose judges etc.

Country of Origin for classes – a suggestion was put forth that only Canadian bred and born ponies should be included.

A point was made that *some* of the interested parties would prefer to have only Canadian Born and Bred ponies in the competition. It was noted that there could be, down the line, a class where only Canadian Bred and Born ponies would be welcomed, but the majority felt that it would not be in our best interest, just starting out to exclude anyone at this point. 

Ontario rep(s) for Sport Pony Canada – Cara Whitham has volunteered her services to attend the AGM through Shara. There was concern expressed about communication and availability. A recommendation by Alana Longman was to perhaps have two reps. Any other suggestions would be appreciated.

News Letter – Pat Gras has volunteered to put out a news letter, further info to follow on this.

Ontario Membership fee – it was suggested that Provincial memberships be introduced by Sport Pony Canada for an additional (perhaps) $10.00 and that would be allotted to the province of the member to be put toward costs.

